CAPTAIN BRETTINGHAM-
MOORE

Distinguished War Record

Capture of Germans

Although Captaln H. M. Brettilng-
ham-Moore, who ia seeking election for
the Denfson seat in the Interesis of the
Natlonallst party at the Faderal elec-
tions, has not enjoyed previous Perlia-
mentary experienca he was bora ln &
political astmosphere, and has always
been & kesn student of public life, He
is & son of the late Mr. George Edward
Brettingham-Moore, who [or many years
was the member for West Hobart in the
Tasmaplan House of Assembly. Cap-
faln Brettmgham-Moore possesses &
distinguished war record, mention of
which Is to be found In Captain C. E. W,
Bean's official history of Australia in
the OGrear War., In civil lifs he Iz a
member of the Tasmanian Bar, and
practises {n the legal firm of Debseon,
Mitchell and Alipari.

Captain C, E. W. Bean, the ofelal his-
torlan of the Ausirallan Forces, dealing
with the advance to Moguet Farm in
his book, “The Australlan Imperial
Forces in France,” draws a vivid ple |
tars of the Incldent for which Captaln

Brettngham-Moors waa awarded the|
D.B.0. for conaplcuous gallantry on the
flald. He anys:

“The attack of the 15th Battalion suc-
eeadad, The trench It was nssaulting
was 200 yarda distant, and had for 10
daya been in the German front Hne, It
had been defended with wire, but this
had been sufclently ent. The 15th ad-
vanced in three wavea, all four com-
panies in line, ndopiing the tactles nl-
ready practised by the 4th Brigade in
the back area. In splie of the barrage
they wére met., as they diarted, by
heavy fire, by which one officer, Captaln
Brat cora was wounded. More-
ever, by reason of excitement or want
of lnstruction, or posalbly through some
batltery belng late In lifting Its fire, they
rin into thelr own barrage, Lieutenant
Pland belng terribly hit as they reached
the objective. On the left, whers the
British were, three or four encmy ma-|
ching-guns were then firing; but on the
rest of ths front the OGermana were
taken by surprise. Bome were shot,
but the rest ran, Brettingham-Maors fol-
lowing those on the loft and shooting
ons after mpother with hls  reavalver,
Having passed a trench containing a
number of the enemy, who waved &
white rag, he caught a fleeing Gorman,
and induced him to tell them that they
would be spared Ul (hey wmurrendared,
Thus, with only the wounded Plane and
about 30 other Australlans, he found/
himsell In possession of the left half of |
Park Lane, and I3 prisonors, |

“The two centre companies appear o
biave gone too far, but clearsd thelr ohb-
jectlve of Qermans, The right quickly
reported {tself in its objective. Left
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WCUYe Of Germand, The right gulckly
reported itsell in (ts objectlve. Left
and right wera out of ouch with each
other, but thelr patrols, examiniog parts
of the tremches between, found them
emply, excapt for the dead and wounded
of the enomy. Men of the cenlre com-
panles were eventually collected, and
seb to dig ont the twa O. G. trepches
running back w the rear,

“By 10,30 Colomel Cannan knew thet
his flanking companies had succeeded,
Omn the left, however, where the Hritish
wora opérating, the fira of amall arms
coald 8till ba heard, and shorily before
midnight Colonel Cannan recsived a
message from Capialn Harwood, of the
16th, whosa ecompanies had moved Lo
the old fromt line on that flank, that
the enemy atill held Point 78, Patrols
and bombers also found thal the short
intermadiate trench te Polnt 96 was In
German hands. This knot of trenches
bhad during the previous day been the
centre of a flerce local struggle. Thus
the comditions In which the Buffolks hag
lo attack were more diMcult than the
Avsirallana realised. The attacking
British also probably knaw that two
previous assaults on  thess machine
guna had been mown down, Neverthe:
less, accordlng to sn eyewliness, they
sdvanced simultaneonsly with the Aus-
trallan, and ons or two on the right
reached the obfective near Brettingham-
!lo:;r-. but the cenire and left were
again swept down by machinegun fire,
The laft of the 16th was mﬁin the
alr, and, upon hearing of this, Cannan
at 1245 sent to the commander of the
Suffolks a request (hat another sndeny-
our abould be made to conneet with the
Australians In the captured Park Lane,
The reply was that the attempt wonld
e made by bombing up Ration Trench,
The English colomel afterwards report-
ed that this thrust also had falled to
roach Polnt TH, but had approached it
closaly, and urged that the Australians
should hold on in Park Lane, contend-
Ing that the Germans between them
wera trapped. German sceounls afford
same evidencs that the sltuatlon of
thess Goarmans was indeed precarfous,
but hardly so precarious as Bretting
ham-Moore's would have been atter day-
light, with no communicatlon to his
rear and active machine-guns an -his
flank. Cannan accordingly sent Bret-
Hngham-Moore & message to withdraw.
The latter had meanwhile discoversd
thal & partly sunken road on his right
offered & moderaiely safe avenue of
communication in the dark., Ha had
thus sent back messengers, and in
apawer to his request for reinforeement
récelved a hapdful of bombera from the
16cth, under Lieutenant Wadge. Conse-
quently, thoogh himself thrice wounded,
he lgnored Cannan's first message (o
Tetire. At daybreak, however, he re
|eelved another, with which he complied,
and, meking his prisoners carry Liesn-
tenant Plane and the other woonded,
brought out the whole of his party with
litl Lawia guna and prisoners along the
sunken road.”
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'aunken road.”

Captain Brettingham-Moore enlisted
(I 1916, and wserved In Egypt and
France., He was mentoned in des-
|patches for conspicuous gallantry
around FPozleres on August § and 9, 1916,
Being invalided in 1917 from the Aus-
tralian Imperial Fores on account of
|wounds, he spent several years on a
|pastoral property In Tasmania befors
(B was mble to continme in his profes
slon as m solleltor. Hs I & gradoate
of the Tasmanlan Univeraity,
hﬂ.‘l. Balfe, #7 Maoguaris Btreet, Ho
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